
 
 

February 23, 2015 

 

 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

 

Measles has now been confirmed in 141 people in 17 states since January 1, 2015.  Georgia has only one 

confirmed case and it was not located in Coweta County. However, this outbreak is anticipated to grow. 

 

Measles is an infection that spreads easily through the air and is highly contagious. Simply being in the 

same room with someone who has measles can be enough of an exposure to lead to infection. Measles 

virus from a cough or a sneeze can linger in the air up to two hours. Measles is often not diagnosed until 

the rash appears but people are contagious for four days prior to that.  

Once introduced into a community, measles can spread rapidly. 

 

Measles starts with a fever that can go as high as 105 degrees, runny nose, cough, red eyes and a sore 

throat. It is followed by a rash that spreads over the body. 

 

The MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccine is very effective at preventing measles infection but high 

levels of vaccination are needed to keep outbreaks limited. Two doses of MMR are routinely 

recommended for all children. People are considered immune to measles if they: 

 

*Were born before 1957 

*Have written documentation of two doses of MMR vaccine given at least 28 days apart 

*Have previously had a measles infection, confirmed by a physician 

*Have received a blood test confirming immunity to measles 

 

If you are uncertain about your child’s or your own immunity to measles, check your health records or 

contact your doctor. 

 

Please ensure your children are up to date with the measles vaccination. Children should receive their first 

dose of MMR vaccine at 12 to 15 months of age and their second dose at 4 to 6 years of age. If your child 

has not received the recommended doses, contact your health care provider as soon as possible to arrange 

for immunization. 

 

If you think that your child may have measles, please notify their health care provider so they can arrange 

to evaluate your child in a way to limit potential exposures. 

 

For more information about measles:  http://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/index.html 

 
 

 

 

 


