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Today’s Objective

For parents to understand...

ᐧ How a Title 1 School is defined

ᐧ How we spend our funds

ᐧ How we participate in the Title I program

ᐧ Our curriculum and standards

ᐧ Our report cards and assessments

ᐧ Opportunities to be engaged 



What is Title 1?

Federal Program under Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

Financial assistance to  school districts to meet the needs of 

educationally at-risk students.  Used to provide extra 

instructional services and activities which support students 

identified as failing or most at risk of failing mathematics, 

reading, writing, science, and social studies.  ESSA provides 

flexibility for more whole-child educational needs.



How does our school use Title I funds?

Odyssey uses Title 1 money in the following ways:

ᐧ Staffing (teachers, paraprofessionals, technology support)

ᐧ Student Support and Resources

ᐧ Technology

ᐧ Teacher Training

ᐧ Family Engagement (personnel and supplies) 

ᐧ Administrative Oversight



How does our school use Title I Parent & 
Family Engagement funds?

Odyssey uses Title 1 Parent and Family Engagement money 

in the following ways:

ᐧ Funds the Academic Parent-Teacher Teams program

ᐧ Provides childcare to attend Title I meetings

ᐧ Funds a Parent and Family Engagement Coordinator to 

provide workshops and resources to families and oversee 

the Parent and Family Engagement Program at Odyssey



How does our school participate in the Title I 

program?

Odyssey is a school wide Title I Program. 

This means all of our students benefit through this 
comprehensive reform strategy designed to upgrade the 
entire educational program.

The primary goal is to ensure that all students, particularly those who are 
low-achieving, demonstrate proficient and advanced levels of 
achievement on state academic achievement standards.



What is our Designation Status?

Priority - The achievement of “all students” in 2010-11 is among the lowest 5% of Title I 

schools in Georgia

Focus - The school has the largest within-school achievement gap between highest- and 

lowest-achieving subgroups

Alert - The school falls three standard deviations or more below the statewide subgroup in 

graduation, performance or subject areas 

Because Odyssey Scholars are progressing and meeting and 

surpassing  the state assessment targets, Odyssey can 

proudly say that we are none of these.



What are our school’s Title I schoolwide 
requirements?

A schoolwide program is built upon schoolwide reform strategies which requires 
that our school

ᐧ Conducts a comprehensive needs assessment

ᐧ Identify and commit to specific goals and strategies that address those needs

ᐧ Conduct an annual meeting to provide information about our plans

ᐧ Create a comprehensive plan

ᐧ Conduct an annual review of the effectiveness of the schoolwide plan and 
revise the plan as necessary



What are our schoolwide goals?

ᐧ All students will increase achievement on the Milestones by 3% in 

each content area tested: ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies

ᐧ Ensure effective instructional practices that are evidence-based, data-

driven, and differentiated. 

ᐧ Ensure access to safe and effective technology and materials to 

enrich the learning of all students. 

ᐧ We address each of these needs through goal setting and an action 

plan in our Title I Schoolwide/School Improvement Plan.



What programs/supports are in place to 
help my child?

• paraprofessionals

• supplemental books, digital 

resources, in-house learning 

activities

• Tutoring : after-school, March 

Madness, summer 

enrichment, Milestones 

remediation

• Student Support Teams

• Orton- Gillingham (K-5)

• Early Intervention Program (K-5)

• Math 180 (Middle School)

• Read 180 (Middle School)

• Responsibility Centered 
Discipline



What is the state’s grades report for our 
school?

https://schoolgrades.georgia.gov/odyssey-school

https://schoolgrades.georgia.gov/odyssey-school


What curriculum does our school use?

Our school follows the Georgia Department of Education’s 

Standards of Excellence (GSE) standards for English 

Language Arts, Math, Science, Social Studies, Fine Arts, and 

Physical Education. 

The curriculum is selected to follow the GSE and is reviewed 

by staff, and adopted by the school board. 



What tests will my child be taking?

The assessments our school utilizes are:

ᐧ Georgia Milestones Assessment

ᐧ GRASP

ᐧ GKIDS 2.0

ᐧ WIDA ACCESS for ELLs

ᐧ HMH Reading and Math Inventories

ᐧ Math Counts



What proficiency level is my child 
expected to meet?

ᐧ students are expected to meet an independent or 

proficient level of understanding for the grade-level 

concepts that must be learned

ᐧ students that are below-grade level are expected to show 

improvement based on their ability



What can I access through Powerschool 
Parent Portal?

ᐧ standards

ᐧ attendance (absences and 

tardies)

ᐧ test performance

ᐧ grades

ᐧ the Statewide Longitudinal 

Data System (SLDS)



How can I access through Powerschool 
Parent Portal?

Contact Jill Chester for log-in info

Jchester@odysseycharterschool.net

To learn more, attend one of our 

Powerschool Workshops

Thursday, October 3, 2019 at 6:30 pm

or 

Thursday, January 3, 2020 at 6:30 pm

mailto:Jchester@odysseycharterschool.net


Funding for Parent Engagement Programs

ESSA states that 1% of our annual Title I Funds must be 

reserved for Parent and Family Engagement activities

Odyssey reserves additional funds to support the many 

programs and workshops through our Parent and Family 

Engagement Coordinator. 

Annual parent and family input directly impacts the funding 

and topics for the programs and workshops.  



What is required by law for Parent and 
Family Engagement?

ᐧ Shall develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents of 

participating children a written parent involvement policy for the school 

district and school (may be a combined policy for charter schools who serve 

as both)

ᐧ Shall reserve not less than 1% of the annual Title I allocation for a Parent and 

Family Engagement set-aside

ᐧ Convene an annual meeting to inform parents of their school’s participation in 

Title I, explain the requirements, and rights of parents to be involved

ᐧ Involve parents in the planning, review and improvement of Title I programs 

ᐧ Create a School-Parent Compact for Student Academic Achievement

ᐧ Build the capacity for staff and parent involvement



How do parents know how Odyssey meets the 
Parent and Family Engagement requirements?

There are many ESSA requirements for Parent and Family Engagement. Our 

school outlines those requirements and how we work together to meet them at all 

levels in our policies and compacts. Those levels and documents are:

ᐧ District level- Local Education Agency Parental and Family Engagement Plan

ᐧ School Level- Parent and Family Engagement Policy and Plan for Shared 

Student Success

ᐧ Grade level- School-Parent Compact for Achievement

All of these documents can be found on our school website at

https://odysseycharterschool.net/about/federal-programs/title-1/title-i-

resources/

https://odysseycharterschool.net/about/federal-programs/title-1/title-i-resources/


Does my child’s teacher meet 
professional qualifications?

Yes, they are. Though Odyssey has some flexibility to waiver 

state professional qualification requirements, however we still 

follow the state credentialing guidelines. 

‘Right to Know’ means the parents have the right to know the 

professional qualifications of their student’s classroom 

teachers and paraprofessionals.

What is a parent’s Right to Know?



What opportunities does the school 
provide for family engagement?

ᐧ Respond to surveys- October and March Report Cards

ᐧ Collaborate at input meetings- Family Focus Group, Spring Input Meeting

ᐧ Join forces through events- APTT, Middle School Survival, Student Led 

Conferences

ᐧ Learn through Navigating Odyssey workshops

ᐧ Prepare to move on during Transition nights

ᐧ Participate in PTO meetings, Spirit Nights and other events

ᐧ Volunteer your time, skills or connections

ᐧ Inform yourself- subscribe to daily news and google calendar

Check the school’s google calendar for current events!



How responsive will the school be to my 
questions when staff is contacted?

Our staff typically responds to requests within 2 business 

days, if not sooner. 

If you have questions of any presenters, here is our contact info: 

bwilson@odysseycharterschool.net (Federal Programs)

dbickerstaff@odysseycharterschool.net (Curriculum & Standards)

dsmith@odysseycharterschool.net (Assessment & Discipline)

pic@odysseycharterschool.net (Family Engagement Coordinator)

mailto:swarren@odysseycharterschool.net
mailto:dbickerstaff@odysseycharterschool.net
mailto:dsmith@odysseycharterschool.net
mailto:pic@odysseycharterschool.net


Evaluation of Annual Meeting

Thank you for your attention and please fill out the evaluation 

form before leaving.


