
        
 
As we reflect over the past year, our staff and board members are so grateful that 

Backpack Buddies has been able to steadily fulfill our mission by providing weekend bags 

to feed hungry kids in Coweta County. We are so appreciative of your support as you have 

donated food and funds, packed bags and volunteered your time to deliver weekend bags. 

As unpredictable as 2020 has been for each of us personally and as a community, 

Backpack Buddies has seen record highs in the number of children served as well as the 

number of volunteers that have supported us and served alongside our team. We could 

not have made it through this past year without the incredible support from our community. 

Since March, things have looked very different at Backpack Buddies. The first day we were 

given the directive to stay home, we had a meeting with several non-profits in Coweta, 

County to discuss how we could work together to continue to meet the needs of so many 

families in Coweta County. At that meeting, we met Keisha Williams, Director of Nutrition 

for the Coweta County School System. That day marked the beginning of a new 

partnership with the county's food and nutrition team and we could not be more grateful 

that we have been allowed to serve .with this amazing team. Between mid-March and the 

beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, we were able to provide over 23,000 weekend 

bags to families in need. We have also had over 1,000 volunteers from all over the county 

willing to help make sure these children received food for the weekend. Our volunteers 

stood alongside the Food and Nutrition team providing weekend bags of food every Friday 

for families that received meals throughout the height of the shutdown. 

 
The partnership that was birthed out of crisis transitioned into the 2020-2021 school year. 

In August, Backpack Buddies began the school year with 800 students on our list of 

students to serve. For perspective, 2019-2020 was the first year we began the school year 

with any students on the list and we began day one in August 2019 with 150 students. 

Since the first week of school this year, Backpack Buddies has continued working with the 

school system to navigate serving students that are learning virtually as well as those that 

are now learning through face to face instruction. The need is great and continues to grow 

weekly. 



 

Backpack Buddies anticipates an increased number of students that will join our program 

at the start of 2021. Currently, we are sending out 1,200 bags filled with shelf stable food 

items like breakfast bars, individual cereal boxes, ravioli, soup or mac-n-cheese, fruit cups, 

snacks and bottled water simply to help fill in the gap over the weekend when students do 

not have access to school meals . Before the shutdown in March, we had hit a record high 

of serving bags to just under 1,300 students. Ultimately, our goal is to not just add more 

students in need, but to be able to sustain serving those families as long as there is a 

need. 

 
Typically, this is the time of year that we have held our annual silent auction dinner to help 

raise money for Backpack Buddies to propel us into the new year. Because of Covid, we 

were not able to host the dinner which has raised between $10,000 - $45,000 annually for 

our mission. Because of your continued and faithful support of Backpack Buddies, we 

. would love to give you an opportunity to help us reach our year-end goal to raise $25,000 

by December 31st. These funds will allow Backpack Buddies to continue to serve our 

current students as well as add other students that are in need of additional food over the 

weekend and school breaks. Would you consider helping us fulfill our mission by making 

a yearend gift of $50, $100 or $250? With your support we can make a lasting impact on, 

those students in our community by relieving the fear of food insecurity. Please join us in 

making your donation online at www.backpackbuddiesga.org/give-1 or mailing a check to 

Backpack Buddies of GA at 96 Werz Industrial Blvd., Newnan, GA 30263. Together we can 

make a difference and help those in need "because hunger doesn't take the weekend off '. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

Backpack Buddies Staff & Board 

http://www.backpackbuddiesga.org/give-1

