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To Our Parents; 

 

The safety and well-being of our scholars and their families are our highest 

concern. Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by a 

newly discovered coronavirus (World Health Organization, 2019). Because of the 

inherent danger to our scholars and their families, Odyssey Charter School has 

developed a Return to School Taskforce (RST) to study processes and procedures 

for a safe re-start of our school. While this is an ongoing process, we wanted to 

update you on what is going on to date. The RST is being led by our registered 

nurse, and we are consulting with Piedmont Medical, Summit Medical, State of 

Georgia Department of Education, Center of Disease Control (CDC) and State 

Health Officials. As specific processes and procedures are developed for the start 

of the next school year, we will keep you informed.  

This book is informational, and designed to give you an overview of the different 

necessities for opening a safe school.  

We would like everyone to know that we will make sure the safest conditions will 

be put in place prior to the arrival of our scholars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mission Statement 

 

To provide a challenging, high-quality education that creates an enthusiasm for 

learning through an innovative, hands-on curriculum while maintaining a focus on 

the needs of each scholar. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Statement 

 

Odyssey Charter School will equip scholars with the skills they need to become 

self-motivated, lifelong learners, by providing a learning environment which 

respects scholar’s learning styles, develops individual talents, and creates 

independent thinkers.  Odyssey offers a rigorous academic program while 

providing a supportive atmosphere that recognizes that scholars have different 

interests and learning styles.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 INTRODUCTION 

 

At the time this manual was drafted, over 100,000 Americans have lost their lives 

to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (CoViD-19) according to the Johns Hopkins 

University Coronavirus Website and the Center for Disease Control (CDC).  
 

The safety of our scholars is our paramount concern. Research for this manual 

and its contents has been acquired from reports and recommendations of: The 

United Nations, The World Health Organization, The Center for Disease Control 

(CDC), State and Local health providers.  

 

A list of resources is attached in the reference section of this document. Actions 

taken in numerous countries during similar medical emergencies are listed for your 

review.  

 

Due to the changing recommendations from state health officials and the Georgia 

Department of Education, this will be a Living Document with frequent changes 

and updates. Please confirm the date and number on the cover match the most 

current issue on the Odyssey Charter School website.  

 

This document is intended to be a general guide for what to expect during the 

2020/2021 school year. Specific directions and considerations will be published in 

the Parent and Scholar 2020/2021 handbook. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What to Expect When You Return to Odyssey Charter School 
 

 

 

Arrival at School 

 

Busses 

All scholars who take a bus to school will be expected to follow the new rules for 

bus riders. These will include: 

 The temperature of each scholar will be taken prior to entering the bus.  

 Scholars with a fever of 100.4 (F) or greater will not be allowed to ride the 

bus, or enter the school.  

 Safe spacing rules for the bus will be observed.  

 Limited space on the bus will determine how many students will be able to 

ride the bus.  

 Scholars will be unloaded and Safe Distancing rules will apply to leaving the 

bus and moving to the classroom. 

Additional information regarding who can ride the bus will be published by the 

transportation department.  

 

 

 

 

Car-Line 

All scholars who are dropped off at school in the morning carline, will be subject 

to the new safety rules and protocol for Odyssey Charter School. These will 

include: 

 The temperature of each scholar will be taken as they entering the building. 

 Scholars or parents who have a temperature greater than 100.4 (F) will not 

be allowed to go to classes. Scholars will be moved to an isolation area and 

the parents must take the scholar home.  

 Social distancing will be required at all times while entering the building and 

while moving to the classroom.  

 Masks will be required for all scholars entering the building. 

 

 

Anyone entering the building is required to wear a protective mask. Gloves are 

required in all visitors entering communal areas such as Halls, Bathrooms, Lunch 

Areas, Playgrounds, Gym Class, Nurses Office, School Office or Entryway. 

 



 

Classrooms 

During the regular school day, scholars will be in assigned groups or cohorts. We 

will make all efforts to limit the amount of movement by our scholars or contact 

that they will have with other scholars. The teachers will move from class to class 

when course selections dictate a change in instructor.  

 Scholars will be spaced six feet apart during classes. 

 No materials will be shared between scholars during class time. 

 Individuals will be released to use the restroom as needed; however, the 

traffic in the hall and the bathroom area will be monitored for safe spacing 

and limited student contact.  

 Scholars will eat lunch in their classroom. 

 Scholar’s temperature will be taken at lunch time.  

 Any scholars with a temperature greater than 100.4(f) will be moved to the 

care of the school nurse, and separated from the student body until they can 

be safely returned to a family member.  

 Bus riders will be dismissed by classroom and monitored for social spacing 

during transition.  

 Carline scholars will be released to the pick-up area and monitored for safe 

spacing during this process.  

 

Classroom and Virtual Classroom 

At this time a decision has not been made as to how the classroom and number of 

scholars in the classroom will be maintained. To keep a safe classroom for our 

scholars, a limited number of people can be in a classroom at one time. This means 

that scholars will be required to participate in classroom activities by being present 

in the classroom and by participating virtually (from an outside location) during 

the course of the school week. Numerous options are being considered at this time. 

Additional information will come directly to you from Odyssey Charter School 

when more complete direction is available from the Georgia Department of 

Education, and the CDC.  

 

Facilities Cleaning  

Additional equipment is on order for the cleaning of the classrooms, bathrooms 

and hallways. A daily cleaning schedule for the facility and numerous cleaning 

routines of scholar classroom areas will occur continuously during the school day 

and evenings. CDC guidelines for safe classrooms will be followed.  

 

 



 

 

Visitors to the School 

 

For the safety of the scholars and the staff, No Visitors will be allowed into the 

building while scholars are present. All those with school business will register 

with the front desk. If necessary, meetings will take place in the office area in-front 

of the school. No visitors will be permitted in the building while scholars are 

present.  

 

 

Late Arrivals to School / Early Departure 

 

Late arrival and early departures are discouraged. Please schedule activities such as 

doctor appointments, dentist appointments and social meetings outside the normal 

operational hours of classes. Should you need to pick up a sick scholar, or be on 

campus during the school day, please contact the office for specific instructions on 

how and where to pick up your scholar. No one will be allowed on campus without 

a proper face mask and gloves as the entrance is in a community area of the school 

and, the highest risk of virus transfer.  

 

Teachers and Staff 

All teachers and staff will take their temperature prior to entering the school. The 

staff will be surveyed using the Piedmont Healthcare System similar to the nursing 

staff at Piedmont Hospitals and Cancer Centers. A daily survey and temperature 

check will be taken each morning along with a temperature check at noon for every 

employee.  

 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

Further information on this subject will be available at a future date. 

 
 

 

Extra-Curricular and Sports 
  

Further information on this subject will be available at a future Date  
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

What have Other Countries Done  

 

While nationwide health pandemics are a rare occurrence in the United States, 

numerous other countries have had to deal with national health emergencies. Here 

is a sample of several other countries, and their response to restarting schools in a 

Health Crisis:  

 

The Ebola epidemic  

During the Ebola crisis in Liberia and Sierra Leone in 2014, a series of concrete 

measures and operations were undertaken which ensured better coordination 

among partners, resource mobilization and more effective use of these resources, 

supporting children from vulnerable backgrounds and adjusting school priorities to 

enable the completion of the school year. Such interventions were successful in 

ensuring the safety and health of all students and significantly reducing dropout.   

(United Nations 2019) 
 

The SARS epidemic  
As the SARS coronavirus spread in early 2003, mainly in China and Hong Kong, 

SAR, China, the Chinese Government formulated a comprehensive strategy to 

guard against infection. School closure was practiced as part of public efforts to 

contain the epidemic. School closures were implemented in Hong Kong, SAR, 

China for about three weeks (27 March - 22 April 2003). China officially 

announced localized school closures in Beijing for one month (23 April 22- May 

2003), affecting about 1.7 million students. 

(United Nations 2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Information on School Reopening Corona Virus Disease 2019 

 

 
Table 1: School reopening: status and measures  
(Data source: UNESCO 
Agile Working Group - last 
updated 5 May 2020) 
COUNTRY  

    

ASIA-PACIFIC                            Date                                            Status                                          Measures  

 
1. China  
 

March - April  Progressive  
Primary schools  

 
• specific guidelines 
determine measures and 
work arrangements for 
health monitoring, 
hygiene, prevention, 
school operations, 
curriculum arrangements, 
student assessments, and 
extra-curricular activities  
• students returning to 
their school region from 
hard-hit areas are 
required to stay at home 
and monitor their own 
physical health conditions, 
ensuring no one has 
symptoms for at least 14 
days before going to 
school  
• school-hours to be 
organized during off-peak  
• social distancing  
• schools reopen in stages 
 
Criteria for reopening  
• the epidemic needs to 
be fully under control at 
least at county level 
(criteria vary locally)  
• zero new confirmed 
cases for 14 consecutive 
days is a pre-requisite for 
reopening  



• parents feel safe 
sending their children to 
school.  
• measures and resources 
for the epidemic 
prevention and control 
are in place  
• all schools must meet 
the basic COVID-19 
prevention and control 
requirements  

 
 
2. Japan  

6 April  Localized   
• operational and policy 
measures based on public 
health measures (regular 
handwashing, masks, etc.)  
• strict social distancing  
• promote balanced 
nutrition and physical 
exercise to strengthen the 
immune systems  
• attention to mental 
health – liaising with 
school counsellors when 
necessary  
 

Source: School reopening guideline for COVID-19 infection in Japan  

 
3. Marshall Islands  
 

6 April  Country-wide   
• frequent handwashing  
• use of hand sanitizers, 
hygiene etiquette and 
practice  
• teachers provide daily 
messages on COVID-19  
• infected staff and 
students must stay at 
home  
 

Source: Republic of the Marshall Islands, Public School System FB Page  



 
4. Republic of Korea  
 

9 April  ‘Online school year’  The school year in the 
Republic of Korea has 
begun even though 
schools remain closed due 
to strict social distancing 
measures. The Ministry 
opted for the ‘online 
school year’, reinforcing 
the online platform 
capacity and content. The 
attendance rate is similar 
to the school attendance 
rate. Consultations and 
preparations for physical 
school reopening are 
ongoing. This “Korean 
distance learning model” 
will be used to pursue 
innovation and 
development of education 
in the future.  

  

 

 
5. Tonga  
 

14 April  Country-wide   
• regular handwashing  
• social distancing  
 
The safety of students and 
staff is a priority. The 
Government continues to 
monitor the situation and 
will close schools again if 
necessary.  

Source: Tonga Government 
 Portal  

 
6. Vanuatu  
 

14-20 April  Progressive  • handwashing • social 
distancing • hygiene 
practices The safety  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
7. Cook Islands  
 

 
20 April  

 
Country-wide  

 
• regular handwashing  
• hygiene practices  
• extra cleaning of 
surfaces  
• teaching & learning 
aides will be strengthened  
• social distancing  
 
The health, well-being and 
safety of every student, 
teacher and staff member 
are paramount.  

Source: Cook Islands Ministry of Education FB   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
8. Vietnam  
 

20 April  Progressive  
9 and 12 grades (Ca Mau 
province – low risk)  

 
• safety guidelines 
provided  
• social distancing  
• hygiene practices  
 
Reopening foreseen only 
in the southernmost 
province of which is 
categorized as a "low-risk" 
locality by the National 
Steering Committee on 
COVID-19 Prevention and 
Control.  

early May  Ho Chi Minh City and others  
Source: School reopen information in Vietnam  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
EUROPE  

 
9. Greenland  
 

14 April  Progressive  
primary schools (Coastal 
schools) and all the 
educational institutions of 
the country under special 
instructions except in 
Nuuk (Capital)  

 
• social distancing  
• utilizing all the premises 
of the school institutions,  
• maximizing the 
utilization of the school 
day  
• hygiene practices  
• avoiding handshakes  
• hygiene requirements of 
the school canteens  
The safety of students and 
staff is a priority. School 
reopening is conditional 
to students not crossing 
district boundaries to 
attend school, and as long 
as there is no change in 
risk assessment by 
National Medical Officers.  

 Gradual reopening of remaining schools and daycare  

 

 
10. Denmark  
 

15 April  Progressive:  
Daycare  
Public schools, Grade 0 -5 
After school programs  
Special schools and 
institutions – all grades  
Last year of high school  
A group of vocational 
education  

 
• handwashing  
• hygiene practices  
• cleaning  
• social distancing  
• only small groups 
allowed  
• discussions are ongoing 
regarding examinations  
 
Guidelines for school 
reopening were issued by 
MoE with clear criteria for 
hygiene and sanitary 
measures. The guidelines 
are meant for the 
teachers, no strict 
expectations from 
children  

Source: Controlled reopening of the Danish society  



 

 

 
 
11. Norway  
 

20 April  Progressive  
Pre-schools  

 
• safety guidelines issued 
for primary and upper 
secondary education 
schools  
• guidance for infection 
control in pre-schools  
• high-risk staff and pupils 
or with high-risk family 
members are not 
expected to attended 
school  
• exams for the 10th 
grade and all written 
exams for high school 
students are cancelled  
 
Reopening is progressive. 
It is the school owner’s 
responsibility to ensure 
that students receive 
education. Schools must 
still provide the other 
pupils with an educational 
offer at home and 
facilitate education as far 
as possible. This applies to 
pupils for Grades 5-7 in 
upper secondary schools. 
School owners also make 
an offer at school to 
vulnerable children and 
adolescents and children 
with parents with critical 
social functions.  

27 April  Primary schools  
(Grades 1-4)  
 
 

Source: Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
12. Faroe Islands  
 

20 April  Progressive  
Pre-schools Primary 
schools (Grades 1-3) Some 
classes of final grade of 
high school After-school  

 
• grades 4 to 10 will 
continue to have classes 
from home pupils in 
grades 9 and 10 will not 
have final exams in the 
summer  
• classes for other high 
school years than final, 
will continue to take place 
remotely  
• final exams for the 
graduating high school 
year are under 
consideration and  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 School reopening: status and measures  
(Data source: UNESCO 
Agile Working Group - last 
updated 5 May 2020)  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources and Additional Information  
 

 

 

Center for Disease Control (CDC): https://www.cdc.gov/ 

Twitter page 

https://twitter.com/CDCgov?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ct

wgr%5Eauthor 

 

 

 COVID-19: Information & Guidance for State Charter Schools.  Available on 

the State Charter School Commission website: https://scsc.georgia.gov/  

 

Georgia Department of Public Education: 

https://www.georgiainsights.com/coronavirus.html    

 

 

World Health Organization: https://www.who.int/health-

topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1 
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