
Academic Performance      

September  Meeting 2017  

Enrollment  

Current enrollment is 360 for the seventh (7) week of school. Several families have moved out of state in 

the last few weeks. These families took multiple scholars from each family with them.  

Student Outcomes 

Our Subgroup categories as detailed last month are looking quite positive with several subgroups 

improving as much as 20% in math and ELA from 2016 to 2017.  

The science department reviewed Project Based Learning with the staff in a teacher meeting , as this is 

the format for our new “STEMSCOPES” science curriculum and we have a number of new teachers using 

the programs for the first time this year. Exploratory curriculum is delivered in a different process then 

most math and science curriculums. Lessons begin with open ended questioning rather than specific 

Objectives stated up front. The scholars question and refine the supplied information in the form of an 

experiment or teacher lead activity. The teacher then leads general questioning into discussions which 

draw out specific details and discussion regarding the key objectives. This process brings relevance to 

the lesson and application to the learning. The lesson ends with specific review of the lesson objectives 

and checking for understanding following the laboratory activity.   

Our Guidance Counselor is scheduling the Career Training and Character Education in various grade 

levels for this school year.  This will gain points in the CCRPI system for Career Portfolios and Career 

Surveys. She has also started discussing bullying and social isolation with the middle school. These 

programs will be extended this year with the addition of our positive behavior intervention model 

currently being used by all grades.  

CCRPI data is starting to become available for viewing by Superintendents. The entire score should be 

available in October or November.  I will be attending the State Administrators Leadership Conference 

on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday of last week and the new CCRPI changes were reviewed.  

The middle school schedule will be altered this year to give more scholar to teacher contact hours in the 

area of Math, Science and Writing. This altered schedule will give our teachers more contact time during 

the day in these tested subject areas. The last period of the day will be dedicated to specific subject 

related class activities. A journalism club, Math Team, Science team, debate team, and club specific 

activities are scheduled during the last period of the day to help improve the “Application of Learning”.  

The “Mathletes “are already scheduling inner school competition for grades 6 thru 8th in show-down 

math. They would like to invite other schools from the area to compete later this year.  The “Eye of the 

Tigers,” our first school newspaper, was published this month. Students in journalism enrichment class 

all authored articles and published photos as well as interviews with teachers and administrators.  



The first car line will be the same as it has been 2:45, the second carline will be moved up 10 minutes to 

3:10. Buses will roll at 3:20 instead of 3:30 (again 10 minutes) and all students will be required to be off 

campus by 3:30pm. Any students not picked up by 3:30 will go to after school care. This will allow the 

teachers to have the last 30 minutes of the day to finalize grades, attendance and attend staff meetings. 

Previous staff meetings were at 4:00pm which put the entire teaching staff on overtime.  Our first 

meeting was on Wednesday August 9th and we discussed parking, the Eclipse and the new Uniform 

Policy.  

 

Academic Underperformance 

Our subpopulation Special Education is currently enrolled at 48 scholars. This represents 13.4% of the 

student population. This figure is down from 28% and 32% in previous years. While the population is 

declining, the overall test scores continue to show improvement with all of our students currently 

enrolled in regular classes.  This is a group we are continuing to monitor and manage on a daily basis.  

Campus Improvements 

PBI Training- The entire staff has been trained in the use of Student Self- Regulation. This is a positive 

behavior practice that engages the student in the management of bad behavior and teaches the scholar 

responsible decision making skills. This process engages physical, emotional and cognitive related 

behavior to resolve outcomes in a positive manner.  

Math – Envision Curriculum is new this year. We had two-day training for all math teachers at every 

grade level. The new curriculum replaces GoMath which is no longer available in the version we have, so 

a major investment was going to occur.  

Kagan – New staff members and several existing staff members were invited to a KAGAN training prior 

to the start of school. KAGAN is a classroom management program that is utilized by “Model Schools” all 

over the country. By applying Kagan management techniques, Student Self-Regulation and current 

curriculum programs, Odyssey Charter School is moving in the direction of a “Model School”.  We are 

confident that these changes will become apparent in test scores as well as CCRPI numbers.  

APTT Event 

On Thursday evening we held the first Academic Parent Teacher Team meeting (APTT) from 5pm until 

6pm for grades 4th, 5th and 6th. We had a turnout of 61 parents who worked with teachers on take home 

activities targeting specific course objectives by grade level.  This APTT is part of our overall campus 

improvement plan for 2017-2018. The program is designed to give parents specific activities which 

target areas of need for their scholars and home work that is fun and engaging while focused on the 

scholars area of weakness. We believe these types of activities will help the scholars utilize “Homework” 

in a more focused and effective fashion.  

 



 

Charter Obligations 

 During the monthly meeting of the State Charter School Commission (SCSC) the state charter 

schools were listed on a performance matrix. Our current numbers are within acceptable ranges.  

Current assets divided by current liabilities    4.61  Exceeds Standard 

Unrestricted Cash       1705.83 Exceeds Standard 

Efficiency Margin      644%  Exceeds Standard 

Debt to asset ratio      34%  Exceeds Standards 

Total Eclipse of the Sun Project 

Newnan Times Harold ran an article on our science team who attended the total eclipse field at Clemson 

University   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Uniforms 

The new school uniform policy was welcomed and well received by most families here at Odyssey 

Charter School. Students showed up standing tall and looking good for their first days of school. For the 

most part, uniform violations have greatly reduced.  We do still have a few families who are continuous 

violators but this is a very small number. We had grade level meetings with the 7th and 8th grade scholars 

and discussed several current issues and answered any questions they had regarding school uniforms 

and the uniform policy and dress code.  

Progress Reports went out on Friday September 15th.  


