
     

SCHOOL CLINIC FACTS FOR PARENTS  - 2020/2021 SCHOOL YEAR 

What can I expect if my student is suspected of having COVID-19?  

The 2020-2021 clinic protocol is developed with the intention of keeping students and staff as healthy as possible. All ill 
students will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms. If the screening indicates COVID-19 is a possibility they will remain 

in a designated isolation area until a parent arrives. Upon parent arrival to school, a staff member will escort the student to 

the parent’s vehicle to be signed out. Parents will be given further instructions at the time they are called to pick up their 
student including the return to school policy if their child is suspected of having a COVID-19 infection. 

 

Will my child be sent home from school and excluded from attendance for 10 days if he/she has a cough or runny 

nose? What if he/she has a statement from their doctor indicating they suffer from seasonal allergies?  

Since many illnesses have similar symptoms (flu, COVID-19, the common cold, allergies), they can only be diagnosed by 

a healthcare provider/physician. In order to keep our entire Odyssey community safe, the following are the requirements: 

 In order for a student to return to school (prior to the isolation period for COVID-19), they will require a 

differential diagnosis from a healthcare provider. This includes a negative COVID-19 test result and a medical 
excuse letter with the differential diagnosis stated and the date they are able to return to school.  Please contact the 

school nurse prior to your student returning to school to update on diagnosis.  

 Any student who tests positive for COVID-19 or has a suspected case of COVID-19 (without a differential 

diagnosis) will be required to follow the classroom reentry policy posted on the school website. This policy is 
based on guidelines from the CDC and GA Department of Public Health. All students must be cleared by the 

school nurse before return to the classroom. Further instructions will be provided should your child be sent home 

with suspected case of COVID-19.  
 

 

My child has asthma.  What should he/she do if a nebulizer treatment is necessary? Can my student have a hand-

held inhaler at school?  
Per the guidance from the CDC and DPH, nebulizer treatments are considered aerosolizing procedures and will not be 

available to students. For students that have used a nebulizer in the past, parents should contact their healthcare provider 

now to discuss alternatives. Students who can be transitioned to the use of a hand-held inhaler will be required to use a 
spacer with the inhaler. Clinic personnel will not accept inhalers that do not also have a spacer with them. Students who 

have permission to self-carry a hand-held inhaler must also have possession of and use a spacer to self-administer.  

 

What if my student has a bathroom accident while at school?  
Parents of students who still experience bathroom accidents should plan on sending a complete weather appropriate extra 

uniform with their child each day, including a shirt, pants, underwear, socks and shoes. If your child has a bathroom 

accident while at school and he/she does not have a change of clothing, a parent/caregiver will be contacted to bring the 
necessary items to school. Clinic personnel will not assist students in changing clothing. If your child requires assistance, 

you will be contacted to come assist them at that time. 

 

My child requires a dose of his/her medication daily. Will they be permitted to take medication at school this year? 

Yes, students who require lunchtime doses of medication while at school will be able to receive their medication. Students 

who need to take medication at school will follow clinic protocol to take medication. Students will be required to have in 

their possession items that are necessary to take medication (crackers, applesauce, etc.). These items will not be stored in 
the clinic.  

The clinic will not be able to administer morning doses of medication this year. Morning medications must be given to 

your child prior to the beginning of the school day.  
 

 


