
Conference call dial-in info:   1-888-824-5783     Passcode: 55777021 

 

Odyssey School 

Board of Directors 

October 22, 2013, 7:00 pm 
 

Mission Statement: 

To provide a challenging, high-quality education that creates an enthusiasm for learning through an 

innovative, hands-on curriculum while maintaining a focus on the needs of each student. 
 

Reminder to parent and non-board members attending board meetings:  The board meeting is structured for the 

board to conduct its business in a timely manner.  The Public Comment portion of the agenda allows an opportunity 

to briefly express any comments or concerns.  Anyone wishing to speak must sign-in before the meeting begins.  

Please refrain from entering into board business without being recognized to do so. 

 

 

I. Open Board Meeting 7:00 

II. Approval of old minutes  7:05 

     III. Public Comment        7:10 

 

IV. New Board Business 

 

7:15 

V. Review Calendar 7:20 

VI. Committee Reports 

a. Transition 

b. Fundraising  

7:30 

VIII. Financial Update 

Update on Audit Progress 

7:40 

XI. Oversight Reports 

a. Executive Director 

b. Odyssey School Director 

c. GCA School Director 

7:50 

XII. Confirm next meeting date –  

Governance Training – November 9, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. 

Board Meeting - November 19, 2013 

8:30 

XIII. Adjourn 8:35 

 



Community Education Association, Inc.
d/b/a Odyssey School
Board Minutes

October 22, 2013

The governing Board of Community Education Association, Inc. d/b/a Odyssey School held a meeting
on Tuesday, October 22, 2013 at Odyssey School located at 14 St. John Circle in Newnan, Georgia.
Members in attendance:  Monique Haskins, Chad Campbell, Barbara Gibson, Dr. Faye Sisk, Steve
Holland, Jennifer Muniz, Jim DiGiulio, Matt Arkin, Veronica Clemons, Angela Lassetter.   Ex-officio
members in attendance were Andy Geeter. Jennifer Ashton and Tracy Owens.

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM.

Approval of  Meeting Minutes 

Corrections to 9/19/13 board meeting minutes noted:  STEAM event scheduled for 2014, not 2013 and
spelling corrections.  Chad motioned to approve corrected minutes, all voted in favor.

Minutes from 9/24/13 board orientation meeting were reviewed.  Steve motioned to approve, motion
was seconded.  Those members who were not in attendance at that meeting abstained.

Public Comment – Claire Cohen, parent of GCA student signed in to comment.  She indicated that
minutes and meeting dates were in need of updating on the website (Odyssey or GCA).   Parents are
unaware of when the meetings are occurring as a result.  Monique indicated this would be taken care of
this week.

�ew Board Business 

Changes to Odyssey student lottery discussed.  Andy requested the board consider moving the lottery
date back to March 15th, 2014  or the first working date after March 15th in order to give parents more
time to investigate Odyssey and encourage more applications.  No formal amendment to the charter
needs to occur to make this change.  Open house date would then be adjusted as a result.   Board
considered periods of time where enrollment would be put on hold in order to make sure that staff
members are available to do the intake testing at specific time periods coinciding with enrollment.

Steve motioned to change the lottery date to 3/15/14 or the next working date following the 15th.
Motion was seconded by Chad and was passed.

Review Calendar – Not addressed; tabled until next month's meeting.

Committee Reports 

a.  Transition Committee – Jimmy recommended a transition committee report generated prior to board
meetings so that the information can be organized and formally presented.  School test coordinator was
transferred already from Andy to Diane and Jennifer this school year.

b.  Fundraising – Jennifer Petrino reported on amount of money raised to date.  Art and science
materials, pedometers for PE, clocks for RTI.  PTO had agreed that half of the fall festival proceeds
would go to the school and Jennifer estimated this to be between $2000.00- $2500.00.  Pointsetta sale
scheduled to begin mid-November.  
Several board members met with a former college level fundraiser.  Recommended a donor list.  Steve



indicated that this man's  services are available to the school if we wish to pursue his assistance.  Other
recommendations included more face-to-face interactions and more involvement with community
businesses to begin fundraising.  His service would have to be a salaried position, a development
officer, which would, in turn, affect the school budget.  Dr. Fisk suggested weighing return on
investment vs amount of money you would have to spend.  

Anticipated budget deficit was discussed (due to the upcoming separation of GCA and Odyssey Charter
School).   Angela suggested separate smaller fundraising campaigns targeting different interest areas
such as playground upgrade campaign, computer room campaign being very specific about what
materials and equipment would need to be purchased.  

Financial Update 

Chad provided an update on the auditing process - Doug's financial information was reviewed in terms
of profits and loss statement.   Chad reported that Doug does not anticipate any red  flags prior to
completion of the audit and is hopeful it will be finished by the end of this week.  Also reported that
since we have the new book keeper, the turn around on seeing each month's financial reports will be
more timely.  

Matt reported that the Commission was not particularly happy with the delays in reporting financial
information and the need to file an extension for the audit.  The board questioned the need to use a
larger firm to meet deadlines more timely.  No changes were made.  Also discussed arranging for the
financial committee as well as Andy and Matt to meet with Doug to discuss timeliness and to make
sure the discussion maintains transparency.

Oversight Reports

Executive Director's report  
GA Charter School Commission has been postponed until January, 2014.

Tribunal last week resulted in a withdrawal of a student.   Technology upgrade will occur over
Thanksgiving break.  New doors to cafeteria to be completed this Thursday, the 24th of October.  Roof
leaks continue.  An evacuation due to gas odor occurred Friday the 18th and evacuation procedures were
followed.  Fire dept arrived and no gas leak was found.   Barricades added but parents continue to
attempt to switch lanes.  Daily load figures are being compiled.  Express bus planned to Summergrove.
Report due dates and state of completion stated.  Hired part-time teacher to replace a part time teacher
in a 2nd grade classroom.    We will begin to accept credit cards for before and after school starting
November 1st.  Hopefully to be expanded to other charges soon after.  Flat 3% fee to be charged to
cover processing costs.  Continuing to follow leads regarding real estate possibilities for real estate.  

Head of School Report

Sept baseline writing prompt K-8 administered to gather information for writing.  Unified math
curriculum (Houghton Mifflin) now in place and was chosen since it's design matches Odyssey's
mission statement of meeting students where they are.   First Tuesday of each month will be for
professional development for Team Leads.  2nd Tuesday is for vertical planning.  3rd Tuesday is geared
toward SACS preparation and the 4th Tuesday is geared towards overall staff professional development.
All teachers completed their self-assessments and orientation of the TKES evaluation process and
teachers will receive feedback within 5 days which is required by the DOE.  Clinic, discipline and
attendance data were reviewed.  





Executive Director’s Report 

October 22, 2013 

 

 

Accreditation 

SACS meetings are ongoing. 

 

Georgia Charter School Visit 

The scheduled visit from the Georgia Charter School Commission has been postponed until January. 

 

Discipline 

There was a discipline tribunal last week, the result of which was the withdrawal of a student from 

Odyssey.  The parent has until 12:00 pm on Tuesday to contact Monique in order to appeal the decision 

to the board.  If they choose to appeal, there will need to be an Executive Session to hear the recording 

of the tribunal. 

 

Sports 

Both the Odyssey soccer and Odyssey volleyball teams won their respective conference championships 

last week. 

 

Audit 

We received an extension on the audit until October 15 but did not meet that deadline.   There is a 

special education focused monitoring report that Doug said he needed to include with the audit but it 

will not be released until Friday.  He is in touch with Terence Washington at the charter school 

commission about the situation. 

 

We uploaded the DE46 report by October 15, but it had errors.  Two sections of the report were signed 

off on October 15 and the third section on October 17.  Doug required assistance from the DOE office in 

order to locate the problem. 

 

The DE46 issue should be helped immensely by converting to PC Genesis.   Our accountant described 

the process is trying to do surgery in the 1700’s with wooden spoons. 

 

Technology 

We expect the technology upgrade to occur over the Thanksgiving break. 

 

Facility 

 

Doors 

Three sets of interior cafeteria doors have been replaced.  The outside doors should be replaced on 

Friday as well as putting in a keyed lock for the door beside Carter’s room. 

 



Roof 

The roof is better but still has some leaks.  I will start compiling a list and get the roofer out on a 

weekend to repair…again. 

 

Grounds 

Jennifer Petrino has organized the beautification committee and they continue to work on the school 

grounds. 

 

Car Line 

We have placed additional barricaded areas in place to prevent cars from changing lanes during car line.  

However, we do still have parents occasionally trying to switch lines during car line in spite of our 

precautions. 

 

Busses 

Both routes are up and running.  The east bus is full in the afternoons and we may need to put in an 

“express route” for the heaviest stop in order to lighten the load.  We are still compiling data on daily 

loads and hope to put in an additional bus as soon as we have a qualified driver available. 

 

Reports  

Reports 

FTE- in progress; due October 24 

Student Class (new report)-in progress; sign off due on October 24 

Charter School Annual Report-turned in on-time on September 30 

Audit- pending 

Financial Review- final signoff on October 17 

CPI- in progress; due October 24 

  

Human Resources 

Personnel 

 We have hired a part-time teacher to replace the part-time teacher in O’Donnell’s classroom.   

She comes with 30 years of school experience. 

  

ASP/BSP 

Our bookkeeper is continues contacting our past due accounts and setting up payment plans. 

After assessing needs, we are moving forward with the hiring one additional person for the BSP/ASP 

program.  This person’s wages will be totally covered from the program’s budget and will not impact the 

operating budget. 

 

Financials 

Credit Cards 



We will be able to accept credit cards for ASP/BSP payments as of November 1.  Initially, people will call 

Amy and she will take their account information and put it into the system.   Once some additional 

infrastructure is built for the web site, we will have it available for self-service and will, hopefully, be 

able to expand it for other charges beyond ASP/BSP.  Due to card fees, we have decided to charge a flat 

3% fee to cover our processing costs. 

Pay Pal 

Amy has also set up a Pay Pal account and it is available from the web site. 

 

Real Estate 

I continue to receive leads regarding real estate possibilities and our real estate agent is following up on 

them. 

 

Accounts:  

FTE:    $717,676.16 

Bank of Georgia:  $235,000 approx. 

ASP/BSP:   $36,419.05 

Gift:    $15,318.48 

Capital:   $6,755.61 

Visa Balance:   $12,130.68 

Loan Balance:   $49,963.59 

 

 

 



Head of School Report 

October 2013 

Academics 

During the month of September, students participated in the first school wide writing prompt. The purpose was to 

gain a base line understanding of the student’s writing abilities as they compared to the expectations of the Lucy 

Caulkin’s Units of Writing Curriculum purchased by Odyssey. This writing curriculum is aligned with the Common 

Core and helps to prepare students for the required 5
th

 grade and 8
th

 grade writing assessments in the state of 

Georgia. We will conduct the writing assessments two more times throughout the year. After the second writing 

assessment has been given, a growth chart will be provided to the board as to what percentage of students meet, 

exceed, or are needs development in writing. 

Odyssey now has a unified math curriculum for grades K-5 and 6-8. Grades K-5 will be using Houghton Mifflin’s Go 

Math, which is a research-based math curriculum tied to the Common Core. Grades 6-8 will be using Houghton 

Mifflin’s Big Ideas, which is also a research-based math curriculum and rated as one the highest curriculum 

acceptable for teaching the Common Core and rigor required. Each of the curricular sets have lessons designed to 

meet the needs of the general education population, English Language Learners, RTI (Response to Intervention), as 

well as the opportunity for extension. This helps to match Odyssey’s mission statement of meeting students where 

they are. 

For the October data provided in November, we are hoping to have the results back from ITBS testing. 

Professional Development 

Each Tuesday afternoon staff is engaged in a different type of professional development. The first Tuesday of each 

month will be geared for the Team Leads to also include Media, Technology, and Curriculum related concerns. The 

second Tuesday of each month is for vertical planning. Odyssey now has three vertical planning families: 

ELA/Reading, Science/Social Studies, and Mathematics. Notes for each of these families can be found on the 

www.odysseycharterschoolstaff.com website and is updated monthly. The third Tuesday of each month is geared 

towards SACS preparation. In these meetings, staff studies the artifacts binders lent to us by SACS accredited 

schools, as well as reviews the standards and expectations. Finally, the fourth Tuesday of the month is geared 

towards staff Professional Development.  

TKES/LKES 

All teachers have completed their self-assessments and orientation for the TKES evaluation process. We have just a 

few more pre-evaluation conferences to conduct and we will be holding the first 10 minute walk throughs at the 

end of October. Feedback will be provided to teachers within 5 business days as required by the DOE (Department 

of Education). 

 

 

 

 



September Clinic Data 

Total Visits: 942 Average Daily Visits: 47 

 Illness: 399     Hearing Screenings: 0 

 Injury: 200     Scoliosis Screenings: 0 

 Routine Medication Visits: 200   Referrals Made: 0 

 PRN Medicines: 431    Head Lice Checks: 2 

 Immunization checks: 86   Staff, student, or parent teaching: 2 

 Vision Screening: 2    Communicable Illness: 1 (strep) 

 Unusual Occurrences: 0    Total Med Doses: 631 

 Safety Concerns: 0    Total Screenings: 2 

 Other Concerns: 0    Miscellaneous: 43 

September Counselor Data 

 Student Data     Teacher Data 

In Person: 31     Diagnostic Consult: 23 

 Academic Assistance: 0    Theraputic Mgmt.: 6 

 Truancy Issues: 0     Administration 

 Theraputic Mgmt.: 1    Diagnostic Consult: 12 

 SPED: 0      Community 

 Parent Data     Diagnostic Consult: 2 

 Phone Call/Email: 19    DFCS Referral: 0 

 Theraputic Mgmt.: 1    Theraputic Referral: 7 

 Other      Character Education 

 In Person/Phone Call/Email: 175  Classroom Instruction: 18 

 

 

 

 



September Discipline Data 

 Level 1  Level 2  Level 3  Level 4  ISS OSS Detention 

K 0  5  1  0  0 2  0 

1 0  2  2  0  0 0  0 

2 0  1  0  0  0 0  0 

3 15  10  0  0  2 0  3 

4 17  7  0  0  2 0  3 

5 8  6  5  0  5 0  2 

6 0  0  6  0  5 1  0 

7 0  0  4  0  4 0  0 

8 0  0  1  0  1 0  0 

September Absence Data 

Unexcused 

Grade 3: 1 Student with 6 unexcused 

Grade 6: 1 Student with 6 unexcused, 1 Student with 9 unexcused, 1 Student with 5 unexcused 

Grade 7: 1 Student with 7 unexcused (now withdrawn) 

September Enrollment Data 

Kindergarten:  Total 45 Students (1 open spot) 

First Grade: Total 46 Students (Full) 

Second Grade: Total 37 Students (13 open spots) 

Third Grade: Total 46 Students (Full) 

Fourth Grade: Total 46 Students  (4 open spots) 

Fifth Grade: Total 48 Students (2 open spots) 

Sixth Grade: Total 42 Students (8 open spots) 

Seventh Grade: Total 48 Students (2 open spots) 

Eighth Grade: Total 45 Students (5 open spots) 

Total Enrollment as of 10-1-13  403 Students 



 

September Special Education Data 

First Grade:  7 IEP 7/46= 15%  2 504 2/46= 4%    

Second Grade:  3 IEP 3/37= 8%  5 504 5/37= 13.5%  

Third Grade: 5 IEP 5/46= 10.9%  3 504 3/46= 6.5% 

Fourth Grade: 11 IEP 11/46= 23.9%  0 504 

Fifth Grade: 8 IEP 8/48= 16.7%  5 504 5/48= 10.4% 

Sixth Grade:  10 IEP 10/42= 23.8%  5 504 5/42= 11.9% 

Seventh Grade: 8 IEP 8/48= 16.7%  4 504 4/48= 8% 

Eighth Grade: 8 IEP 8/45= 17.7%  2 504 2/45= 4% 

Total:  60 IEP 60/403 = 14.89%  
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Georgia Cyber Academy (GCA) 
Board Update 
October 2013 

 
The mission of the Georgia Cyber Academy is to provide an exemplary individualized and engaging 
educational experience for all students by incorporating school and community/family partnerships 
coupled with a rigorous curriculum within a data-driven and student-centered instructional 
model. Student success will be measured by valid and reliable assessment data, parent and student 
satisfaction, and continued institutional growth within the academic community. 
 

 

GCA website: http://www.gacyber.org/ 

 

 

GCA Head of School Announcements 

October 17, 2013 

 
• Two leadership announcements of note: 

o Lynda White has agreed to officially join GCA to serve as our Interim Special Education Director. 

Lynda has been working with GCA as a consultant over the last 18 months, and GCA’s Special 

Education Department has already done some amazing work under her leadership. Lynda 

White's professional experience spans 40 years and includes teaching orthopedically impaired 

students, special education administration and human resources administration. She previously 

retired in September 2011, having served for 5 years as Superintendent in the Butts County 

School District. We’re excited to formally welcome her to the GCA team! 

o It is also my pleasure to announce Mary Michael Pontzer as GCA’s new High School 

Administrator. Dr. Pontzer has been serving on the GCA leadership team as the High School 

Assistant Administrator, and we’re very excited that she has taken on the responsibility for this 

new role. Dr. Pontzer will be following in the footsteps of Niyoka McCoy, who has taken a role 

helping to oversee the high school programs at K12 schools across the Southeast. We’re happy 

to congratulate Niyoka for taking on this responsibility, and we’re glad to know she’ll be staying 

close to home and continuing to help out here in her home state. 

• Doug Erwin and team completed the initial work on the audit for submission to the DOE, including the 

DE46 report required by the state. Submission of the initial audit was delayed, and we hope that all 

work on the final single audit will be completed soon. 

• The new GCA Board has begun meetings in preparation for assuming governance of the school on July 

1, 2014. A planning meeting was held in late September, and the Board is beginning to hold regularly 

scheduled meetings each month leading up to their new charter starting  
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• DOE Title I issues are still awaiting resolution. We are working on setting up a meeting with the Federal 

Title I oversight to aid in the resolution, and are planning to file a formal complaint soon as well. DOE 

has scheduled our third consecutive monitoring visit for March.  

• October 8-9, 2013: K12 Head of School Summit was attended by Matt Arkin and Veronica Clemons. 

Summit focused on execution of quality data drive instruction to boost student achievement. Through 

interactive sessions, top-tier leaders developed a roadmap to leverage key action steps to increase 

student learning.  

• October 11, 2013: Leadership Professional Development presented to GCA’s academic and support 

leadership to strengthen both data driven culture and instruction.  Leaders gained core strategies to 

conduct effective data analysis meetings with assessment data. 

• October 27-30, 2013: International Association for K-12 Online Learning (iNACOL) Annual Conference 

will be held in Orlando, Fl. Conference will be attended by: Matt Arkin, Veronica Clemons, Carol Alton, 

Mary Pontzer ; Teren Jackson and Tanya Cobb from GCA will present a session on the topic of 

Developing a Crisis Plan. 
• November 6-7, 2013: K12 Internal Audit Review scheduled. Audit Team will review areas of Policies & 

Accountability, Reports, Certifications & Human Resources, Student Accounting, Record & Systems 

Management, Health & Safety, Organizational & Academic Goals. 
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GCA Academic Administrator’s Report 

October 2013 

(Dr. Karen Terry, Academic Administrator , kterry@gacyber.org / Dr. Mary Michael Pontzer, HS Administrator, 

mpontzer@gacyber.org / Kristen Blanda, MS Administrator, kblanda@gacyber.org / Carol L. Alton, ES Administrator, 

clalton@gacyber.org )  

Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment  

Department Curriculum Instruction Assessment 

Elementary 

School 

Students are making steady gains to 

reach 20-30% progress by the end of 

October.   

Students are demonstrating mastery and 

now benefit from a new feature that 

provides various assessment questions 

with each new attempt. 

Students are making gains with the Mark 

12 curriculum in 3-5 STARS homerooms. 

Teachers are utilizing data from 

conferences and portfolios to further 

individualize and instruct their 

students during classes and small 

groups on common core standards 

and OLS objectives. 

Teachers have begun meeting 

weekly with Tier 2 students in class 

connect sessions to provide 

remediation and additional direct 

instruction in basic skills. 

Special Education and STARS 

teachers are collaborating well to 

provide online lessons in BBC that 

are at the instructional level of all 

students. 

Custom Assessment completion 

is high in elementary, reaching 

over 80% completion in both 

Math and Reading. 

Study island is part of all 

portfolio assignments.  Students 

are making good progress, and 

are monitored weekly by their 

homeroom teacher for 

completion of blue ribbons in 

math and reading. 

Students in 3rd-5th grade have 

submitted their Narrative writing 

portfolio assignment. 

Middle 

School 

Middle school students are working 

through their team Weekly Instructional 

Plans in order to individualize for 

students based on their academic 

needs.  Expected progress in the OLS 

varies due to the format of the 

individualization. 

Eighth graders will be Reaching Your 

Academic Potential during the month of 

October.  Eighth students will receive .5 

credits for completing the course which 

includes a virtual instructional piece as 

well as an independent project.  The 

project will reflect the 8
th

 grade goals as 

Students have been placed on teams 

based on their individual needs to 

receive Class Connect 

instruction.  Students are divided in 

teams of teachers including STARS 

(at-risk population), ALP, Co-teach 

and new students cohorts to best 

meet the individual needs of the 

students.  The teams meet on a 

regular basis to discuss their team’s 

student performance data in all 

content areas and make adjustments 

to the students’ ILPs as needed. 

The middle school has created two 

new teams to serve students in a 

The Middle School Leadership 

Team assisted in creating a MS 

Instructional Data Calendar to 

enable the team to prepare 

students for upcoming 

assessments.  A plan has been 

designed as to how the middle 

school will meet with different 

members of the middle school 

faculty to discuss the data and 

make adjustments in instruction 

as well as create a remediation 

plan, as needed. 

On October 15, the Middle 

School Leadership Team met to 
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they are defined by Georgia College 411.  

Students are currently working to 

complete the first set of Study Island 

Pathways.  Once the Pathways have been 

completed the Middle School Leadership 

will follow the schedule of data 

breakdown that is outline in the 

Instructional Assessment Calendar. 

way that they have not been served 

effectively in past years.  The first 

change is we have created a new 

student cohort team.  There are two 

degrees of the new student cohort 

team.  The first is a team of teachers 

that are serving students in each 

grade level that began school on 

August 12 as a new GCA 

student.  The second team is serving 

late enrollees to GCA.  These teams 

were born from the data over the 

past six years.  In the middle school, 

more than half of our August-

September enrollees withdraw from 

GCA.  These students and Learning 

Coaches are being served by veteran 

teachers that understand the, 

sometimes, difficult transition to 

virtual learning.  Thus far, the 

feedback has been positive from the 

families and the teachers. 

The middle school has created a Co-

teaching/Co-homeroom team.  On 

this team students are served by 

both the Special Education teacher 

and the General Education teacher 

in both homeroom requirements 

and in instruction. 

review the first custom 

assessment data for the middle 

school.  Currently the leadership 

team is working on 

disaggregating the data by 

school, grade level, content, 

teacher team, and individual 

teachers in order to help inform 

future instruction in the most 

heavily weighted portions of the 

CRCT in all content areas. 

9
th

 Grade 

Academy 

Teachers and students have moved 

through over half of course material for 

1
st

 semester. Study Island Pathways are 

being utilized in addition to small group 

sessions to enforce mastery. Blue ribbon 

assignments are being completed in 

addition to other assignments. 

Departments are working together to 

create flexible assessments, alternative 

assignments and additional opportunities 

for students to gain understanding. 

Teachers are making use of small 

group sessions to provide targeted 

remediation and support.  The 

Flipped Classroom model is being 

used by teachers in all non-

STARS/Special Education sections. 

During Class Connect help sessions, 

teachers are providing students with 

the opportunity to complete 

assignments with live support. They 

are also continuing to provide a 

range of activities, media, and 

opportunities for learners to engage 

with teachers, their peers, and the 

material at hand.   

Data from Study Island Pathways 

is being monitored to ensure 

that students are preparing for 

and pertinent December EOCT's. 

Assessments at this time are 

focused on a mixture of 

formative and summative within 

the LMS. 
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10-12
th

 

Grades  

 Coursework is progressing, and teachers 

are combining resources such as Study 

Island and USA Test Prep with the LMS to 

provide a robust and varied curriculum 

with multiple opportunities for 

individualization.  Study Island Pathways 

are in full effect, as students are being 

encouraged to complete blue ribbons 

alongside their other assignments. 

Departments are continuing to develop 

alternative assignments/assessments, 

while still providing flexibility to 

accommodate learners’ needs. 

 Teachers are making use of small 

group sessions to provide targeted 

remediation and support.  The 

Flipped Classroom model is being 

used by teachers in all non-

STARS/Special Education sections. 

During Class Connect help sessions, 

teachers are providing students with 

the opportunity to complete 

assignments with live support. They 

are also continuing to provide a 

range of activities, media, and 

opportunities for learners to engage 

with teachers, their peers, and the 

material at hand.  

Data from Study Island Pathways 

is being monitored to ensure 

that students are preparing for 

and pertinent December EOCT's. 

Assessments at this time are 

focused on a mixture of 

formative and summative within 

the LMS. 

 

Assessments 

Scantron Performance Series, July 15 – October 31 

Current Participation: 

  Reading Math 

1st Grade 83% 91% 

2nd Grade 91% 91% 

3rd Grade 97% 94% 

4th Grade 97% 95% 

5th Grade 98% 95% 

6th Grade 96% 94% 

7th Grade 96% 92% 

8th Grade 96% 93% 

9th Grade 91% 98% 

10th Grade 97% 93% 

11th Grade 92% 93% 

12th Grade 94% 96% 

 

Study Island Custom Assessments, grades 3-8 

Grade Level Participation 

 

3rd Grade 

 

6th Grade 

  Complete In Progress Not Started 

 

  Complete In Progress Not Started 

Reading 88.23% 1.87% 9.90% 

 

Reading 84.79% 4.16% 11.06% 

Math 88.45% 1.98% 9.57% 

 

Math 85.20% 3.57% 11.22% 

Science 87.46% 2.42% 10.12% 

 

Science 84.95% 3.41% 11.64% 

Social Studies 87.57% 1.98% 10.45% 

 

Social Studies 84.54% 2.24% 13.22% 
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         4th Grade 

 

7th Grade 

  Complete In Progress Not Started 

 

  Complete In Progress Not Started 

Reading 91.97% 2.06% 5.97% 

 

Reading 81.14% 5.84% 13.01% 

Math 91.86% 1.30% 6.84% 

 

Math 78.49% 7.10% 14.41% 

Science 90.55% 1.30% 8.14% 

 

Science 79.61% 4.65% 15.74% 

Social Studies 90.45% 1.95% 7.60% 

 

Social Studies 81.08% 4.25% 14.67% 

                  

5th Grade 

 

8th Grade 

  Complete In Progress Not Started 

 

  Complete In Progress Not Started 

Reading 88.63% 2.67% 8.70% 

 

Reading 78.40% 6.62% 14.98% 

Math 89.22% 3.07% 7.72% 

 

Math 77.64% 5.63% 16.72% 

Science 87.93% 2.47% 9.59% 

 

Science 77.58% 4.88% 17.54% 

Social Studies 87.83% 3.46% 8.70% 

 

Social Studies 78.92% 4.01% 17.07% 

 

Grade Level Academic Results (proficiency on Initial Custom Assessment) 

  Reading Math Science Social Studies 

3rd Grade 70% 78% 63% 63% 

4th Grade 68% 67% 60% 60% 

5th Grade 70% 60% 60% 55% 

6th Grade 62% 50% 52% 60% 

7th Grade 57% 39% 49% 67% 

8th Grade 57% 41% 50% 60% 

 

Students are currently completing blue ribbons in all of their core subjects and /or EOCT classes.  The first pathway closes on 

November 1. 

Dynamic Indicators of Basic Literacy Skills 

Students in grades K-5 are being assessed by their homeroom teachers using DIBELS. 

High School Pass Rates 

Course Name % Students Passing – First Semester 

English 62% 

Math 42% 

Science 61% 

Social Studies 70% 

Electives 64% 
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Math Department 

Elementary Math Instructional Math Coach 

 

Program Summary:  3rd - 5th grade students have completed the initial Study Island Custom Assessments and have 

begun working on the October SI Pathways.  The Custom Assessment is serving as a pretest of all math standards, but 

the Pathways will target the standards that have already been covered in the OLS and Class Connect sessions.  Data from 

these assessments will help guide instruction and target weak areas.  Tutor Times, Block Parties, and Time on the Island 

sessions will be held for additional support and reinforcement. 

 

The GCA Math Website has currently had over 87,000 views in the last 2 years.  From mid-July to mid-October of 2013, 

the site has been visited 8,700 times.  The grade level pages are being updated to match the CCGPS with additional 

resources for LC and student support.  Teachers are advertising the site during CC sessions to encourage students to 

watch videos and play games that support the standards.  By compiling math resources into one spot, we are hoping to 

support student achievement and success. 

Concerns:   

● 97 Students did not complete the 3rd grade SI Custom Assessment. 

● 71 Students did not complete the 4th grade SI Custom Assessment. 

● 104 Students did not complete the 5th grade SI Custom Assessment.  

 

In addition, some of the initial Scantron and SI Data does not accurately reflect the students’ ability levels.  This is 

especially an issue with 3rd grade.  Many of the teachers report that parents are assisting with the assessments and 

reading the assessments to their children.  For example, the SI Custom Assessment shows that 78% of the 3rd graders 

have already mastered the 3rd grade standards that have not yet been covered in the curriculum and CC sessions.  Many 

of these students have been identified for the STARS program and have below average DIBELS scores.  This makes 

identifying student math needs before the CRCT more difficult. 

 

Resolutions:  Additional math support sessions are going to be held for 3rd grade STARS students. Resources will target 

all of the STARS students by using a flipped classroom model.  LearnZillion videos and Triumph Online will be used to 

create special learning pathways that correlate with the small group sessions. Heather Harbin will also be hosting 

sessions for 2nd grade STARS students.   

 

Middle School Math Instructional Math Coach 

 

Program Summary: As of this report, our MS students have taken the Scantron Assessment (at this point that data is 

being used to help HR teachers develop ILPs listing the support needed and strategies for providing it), the SI Custom 

Assessments (student percents of completion by grade level - 85% in 6
th

, 79% in 7
th

 & 78% in 8
th) and are working on the 

first SI Pathway. 

The initial Custom Assessment data was just received and we are already setting the direction for HR teachers to identify 

the reasons behind students not taking it as well as looking to what the data tells us about our student’s preparation for 

this school year’s content.  The analyzed data broken down by team and classroom along with other factors will help to 

drive instruction. 
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The SI Pathways data will be huge in driving our instruction as the next weeks go by and October closes out.  This is data 

that is directly correlated with the OLS progress and Class Connect Instruction.  Although teachers have been making 

observations, looking at OLS progress/success and providing TODs (Tickets Out the Door) for checkpoints of learning, the 

Pathway will give us a good look at retention of the standards by students and allow for instruction adjustment, small 

group support, etc. 

Concerns: 

1)      The number of students that did not take the math CAs - 177 students in 6th, 322 in 7th, 385 in 8th. 

 

Resolutions: 

1)      MS has already put a plan in place for HR teachers to provide the reason for each “missing” student’s lack of 

participation.  We want to know the “why” – from “I have an aversion to math” to students who just got out of Strong 

Start and missed the k12 deadline. 

 

 

High School Math Department Chair 

 

Program Summary:  As the year continues, the high school math department is going strong.  All classes are meeting 

Tuesday through Thursday for an hour and again on Wednesday for a help session.  This gives the students extra time 

for personal attention.  EOCT classes are still working through the Study Island Pathways and remediating where 

needed.  Teachers are using different methods to engage students and reaching out to the students that are not 

engaged.  

 

Concerns:  The previous concern was the rigor, specifically in CCGPS Algebra and we are continuing to work in this area.  

AP Calculus is a new area of concern.  There were several student/parental concerns of the class being a KEG class and 

not taught by a GCA teacher.  

 

Resolutions:  The Algebra teachers continue to work to align the CCGPS standards to what they are teaching.  They are 

working as a team to accomplish this goal.  In regards to the AP Calculus class, administration has decided to bring the 

class back “in house” to be taught by a certified AP Calculus GCA teacher.   

  

Advanced Learners Program / Advanced Placement 

 

K-2 Elementary School ALP Coordinator 

 

Program Summary:  This year, we have a new model offered for the ALP program for students in Kindergarten through 

Second Grade.   We have a 1st-2nd grade ALP homeroom this year.   Every week, two ALP enrichment classes (Math and 

ELA/Reading) will be offered for K-2nd Grade ALP students and those students who need extra enrichment.  

  

The schedule is as follows: 

Wednesdays at 9am – Kindergarten Math ALP/Enrichment Session 

Wednesdays at 10am – 1st Grade Math ALP/Enrichment Session 
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Wednesdays at 11am – 2nd Grade Math ALP/Enrichment Session 

Wednesdays at 1pm - Kindergarten Reading/ELA ALP/Enrichment Session 

Wednesdays at 2pm – 1st Grade Reading/ELA ALP/Enrichment Session 

Wednesdays at 3pm – 2nd Grade Reading/ELA ALP/Enrichment Session 

  

These classes can be found in the grade level weekly newsletters and the GCA Event Calendar. Every Wednesday 

afternoon, all recorded links can be found on the GCA Event Calendar. 

  

In addition to the ALP/Enrichment classes, students who participate in ALP may be eligible for a foreign language course 

through K12’s Powerspeak and Art.  Students in the ALP program can also attend K12’s Learning Circles, which began 

last month.  Students will receive more information through the District ALP newsletter which goes out to all ALP 

students monthly. 

  

Learning coaches are invited to attend weekly ALP Town Hall Time / Open Office hours.   Elementary ALP Town Hall Time 

is every Monday from 8:30-9:00am.  The link and event can be found on the GCA Event Calendar.  During these town 

hall / open office times, the ALP coordinators will provide information on qualifications of the ALP program, benefits, 

and offer advice to learning coaches, etc.   

  

Concerns: 

 My main concern is about students moving through the curriculum too quickly and not digging deeper into the 

curriculum provided for the student’s age appropriate grade level.  We want to make sure we are challenging each 

student – thinking creatively, deeper knowledge, etc and not just moving through the curriculum to move up to the next 

grade level’s material. 

 

We also have had students who have filled out the Art and Foreign Language survey that have not received their 

courses.  These are on a one-off basis and are being resolved as quickly as possible. 

 

Resolutions: 

Teachers have assessments in place to ensure students have mastered material before ordering the next grade level 

material. 

 

3-5 Elementary School ALP Coordinator 

 

Program Summary:  Grades 3-5 have ALP homerooms set up based on previous year’s CRCT scores. Students with 835 in 

both Math & Reading and passing in all other subject areas are marked in TVS as ALP-E. Students who exceeded in Math 

& Reading and passing in all other subject areas are marked in TVS as ALP-AG.   Curriculum based enrichment sessions 

are offered to the ALP students in addition to their regular Class Connect sessions.  Links to sessions along with 

recordings are located on the GCA Event Calendar. Monthly district ALP newsletter contains resources and information 

for K12 Learning Circle and Book Club sessions. 

 

Learning Coaches are invited to attend weekly ALP Town Hall sessions on Mondays at 8:30am. Link is located on the GCA 

Event Calendar. 
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Concerns: Moving too quickly through the curriculum - not digging deeper.   Targeting new students as they enroll. 

 

Resolutions:  End of course assessments are set up to ensure mastery prior to moving on to next course. Homeroom 

teachers are requesting previous CRCT and other test scores to ensure proper homeroom placement. 

  

Middle School ALP Coordinator 

 

Program Summary: The middle school is serving our ALP students through an Advanced Content Model where students 

are homogeneously grouped on the basis of achievement and a variety of educational data.  During cc sessions our 

students are exposed to breakout rooms for small group instruction with a variety of instructional methods used to help 

students develop ideas, become self-aware of their strengths and identify areas needing improvement.  In addition, the 

middle school continues to develop individual goals for each student through student lead conferences, SCANTRON 

scores, CRCT, and custom assessments.   

 

For our 8th grade ALP students, we are offering a Writing Clinic focused on helping them prepare for the writing test in 

January.  We are offering a Peer Leader Group, and our 6th grade students attended a week long learning opportunity 

called Starbase at Dobbins Air Force Base.  This opportunity was cut short by the government shut-down.  The children 

have been invited back in April. 

 

Learning Coaches are invited to attend weekly Town Hall meetings.   

 

CURRENT MS ALP HR STUDENT COUNT as of 10/16/13 

6th grade 7th grade 8th grade 

Hunter  HR - 65 Davis HR - 76 Blackwell HR -75 

McGoldrick HR- 74 Kerr HR - 76 Harrison HR - 74 

Peters HR - 75 Lewis HR - 75 Moriarty HR - 74 

  Powell HR - 74 Oliver HR - 74 

6th Grade Total = 214  7th Grade Total = 301 8th Grade Total = 297 

 

Concerns: Class size.  Currently we are full in all HR.     

 

Resolutions: The teachers are providing more mini assessments, providing enrichment, and reteaching as necessary. 

 

High School AP Coordinator 

 

Activity Summary: Block and AP courses are in full swing for the current year.  Students are working at a rigorous pace in 

all AP courses.  We have pulled AP Calculus back in-house.  All K12 AP courses are available to GCA students. 

 

Concerns: No specific concerns for the current school year.  GCA would like to have more AP courses in-house next year 

so plans are being made to add AP Biology, World History, Language/Comp, and Literature/Comp next year.  Recruiting 

teachers and students, planning enrollment process, and training of AP teachers in virtual environment are on the top of 

the list for preparation. 
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Resolutions: Coordinator is creating an AP Digest that lists all in-house courses and requirements.  There is also a survey 

for current teachers to complete to see who we currently have on staff that is AP certified so we can begin the planning 

process of hiring new teachers.  Discussions with counseling are taking place to discuss the enrollment process and how 

it can best register students for AP courses. 

 

 

Response to Intervention 

 

Pros: Training: Veteran teachers are much more aware of the correct procedures for a Tier 3 referral and what is needed 

and why. The training sessions at PD have really helped set the groundwork. The referrals are improving IMMENSELY in 

terms of having all documents needed to proceed! 

Problems: Same issues as before. Teachers need to have conversations with parents to make sure referral is warranted 

and school attendance /history are stable before placing a referral. There has been great improvement! 

Possible Resolutions: Retraining and training for new teachers at each school level will be held at October PD. Training in 

data collection is needed! We are moving in the right direction! 

As of October 1: 

42 requests have been entered in SP 

14 out of the 42 were made the week of 09/23 to 09/29 

Total requests on referral list for this school year (counting those rolled over): 91 

4 w/drew 

9 are missing documents to proceed (from last month-no new referrals were lacking documents) 

4-parent terminated request at meeting 

11 meetings scheduled 

21 meetings to schedule (in process or securing meeting times) 

1 meeting-parent no show (has been rescheduled) 

39 Meetings completed and in process of eligibility determination or completed for Sped 

Breakdown of referrals by grade level: 

K-12; 1st-7; 2nd-9; 3rd-18; 4th-8; 5th-11; 6th-3; 7th-9; 8th-6; 9th-5; 10th-3 

In comparing numbers of referrals this year to last year, there are 18 less at the same point in the year. 

This is probably due to teachers waiting to get all documents before submitting the requests on SP. 
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504 

 

Program Summary: 

  

A review of the 504 protocol was conducted at the October PD.  Emphasis was placed on how to make a referral and 

how to renew a 504 plan for students who were with GCA last year.  Teachers were encouraged to reach out to the 504 

Coordinator and their Points of Contact if they have questions or need help.  

  

We have added 23 new plans and currently have approximately 351 students with 504 plans at GCA.  Please keep in 

mind that this does not include those students who have plans from their former schools that need to be transferred. 

  

The 504 coordinator is holding all meetings for potential new plans while the teachers are holding the meetings for their 

students who need their plans renewed.  Transfer plans at the elementary school are being conducted by the SST 

Liaison/504 Point of Contact.  Transfer plans at the high school are also being held by the 504 grade level points of 

contact.  The 504 coordinator is holding transfer meetings for the middle school teachers. These meetings are being held 

with the leads.  This is due to the number of students on each teacher’s case load. 

  

Concerns:  504 students who are to receive OT/PT continue to be a concern.  We still have students who are not 

receiving services or who have not been scheduled for an evaluation. 

  

Resolutions:  The 504 Coordinator along with the Related Services Coordinator and Katie Goldstein continue to 

communicate and are working closely together to make sure that all students are provided for regarding related 

services. 

 

English Language Learners 

 

Program Summary:  We have had 20 referrals made for potential EL students as of the week of 9/30/2013.  8 were 

found ineligible.  6 were found eligible.  6 are still being screened and/or their former schools are being contacted 

  

We currently have 17 active EL students and 5 monitored.  

  

EL teachers are working with the active students on a weekly and biweekly basis depending upon the needs of the 

students.  Some are working in small groups and others are working one on one with the EL teacher.  

  

Concerns: 

I continue to be concerned about screening potential EL students on a timely basis.  We have a handful of students 

whose parents are not responding to phone calls or kmails requesting a time to meet and screen the student.  I am also 

concerned about the need to screen students with the K-WAPT which must be fact to face.  We do not always have 

teachers who live in the area to do this. 
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Resolutions: 

We are documenting the contact attempts by the teachers who are trying to set up a time to screen potential EL 

students.  We have also reached out to general education teachers to help with administering the K-WAPT as needed. 
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GCA Special Education Department 

October 2013 

 

Total number of students with disabilities enrolled as of 10.16.13: 1262 

Number of new enrollees since August 1, 2013: 572 

Number of students withdrawn in September: 53 

Number of students exiting in September (met IEP goals and dismissed): 0 

Number of Students by eligibility category:  

• Autism – 205  

• Deaf/Hard of Hearing – 3  

• Emotional Behavioral Disorders - 117  

Intellectual Disabilities: 

• Mild – 51  

• Moderate – 18  

• Severe/Profound – 1  

• Other Health Impaired – 243  

• Significantly Developmentally Delayed – 39  

• Specific Learning Disability - 472 

• Speech Language Impaired – 102  

• Traumatic Brain Injury – 4  

• Visual Impairment/Blind – 7  

Number of students determined eligible in September: 14  

 

Timeline Issues:  

• IEPs Overdue: 172  

• Eligibilities Overdue: 2 (Lack of parent response is follow-up and is being documented). 

 

Note: IEPs overdue include initial IEPs at GCA. Some are in draft form and awaiting activation.  There were 572 

new enrollees who needed IEP meetings. 

 

GaDOE Items:  

 A complaint was filed with the GaDOE by the custodial parent. Response has been prepared and is undergoing 

legal review prior to submission to DOE. We believe GCA is in compliance in this situation. 

 

 Onsite visit is scheduled for October 18, 2013. Staff from GaDOE will review ten randomly selected new enrollee 

student records. This is an additional review as newly enrolled student records were reviewed and completion of items 

in question were verified in March 2013 as part of the Corrective Action Plan. 

 

 The first FTE Count has been completed (October 1, 2013) and verification of data submitted is in process. 

 

 

(Lynda White, Interim Special Education Director, lywhite@gacyber.org) 



Georgia Cyber Academy (GCA) Board Report – October 2013 

 

15 

 

GCA Family Academic Support Team (FAST) Update  

October 2013 
FAST is comprised of Family Academic Support Liaisons and Advisors, Family Resource Coordinators, Family 

Engagement Coordinators, and a Compliancy Liaison. 

FAST provides support in the following areas: enrollment, learning coach training/strategies, tools for students who 

are academically at risk, parent training/workshops, identifying community resources, fostering positive relationships 

at school/home, and tracking of non-compliance issues. Overall, the FAST strives to bridge any gaps that may affect 

student academic performance.  

Strong Start Intake 

  K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Total 

Total Received 717 499 456 578 570 605 860 889 1026 559 319 290 15 7383 

Total In Strong Start 654 445 408 521 512 538 793 837 954 504 300 257 11 6734 

Total Completed Part I 649 450 389 513 490 511 531 601 595 477 278 278 11 5773 

Total Completed Part II 519 396 360 491 465 517 604 650 631 454 256 279 11 5633 

Total Withdrawn 63 54 48 57 58 67 67 52 72 55 19 33 4 649 

 

Regional Family Engagement 

The Regional Family Engagement Team began the 2013-14 school year with a bang supporting PTSO and Tonette Brown 

with their Back to School outings. Thousands of students/families participated in our state-wide Back to School events 

providing them the opportunity to build lasting relationships with their teachers, support staff, other GCA families, and 

community vendors. Our 3rd party community agencies were invited to participate in our annual Stone Mountain Back to 

School outing. Our team made it a priority to advertise heavily to broadcast the many Back to School events in our 

regions; along with following up with 3rd party agencies to participate in the Stone Mountain Academic Resource 

Exhibitors.  

Future expectations with the RFECs include stronger collaborations with teacher and staff support, 3rd party agencies, 

and parent leaders. We plan on next month collaborating with teachers and support staff in our school- wide 

instructional outing push, and hosting and coordinating an Academic Resource Virtual Fair. 

Community Partners Highlighted: 

Established Community Partners: Publix, Ingles, McDonalds, Sonic, Barnes & Noble, Local Public Libraries, Stevi B’s, CiCi’s 

Pizza, Sew Creative 

Potential Community Partners (in the works): Wal-Mart, Chick-Fil-A, Kroger, Boys & Girls Club, YMCA, Make-a-Wish, 

Lockheed Martin, Huntington Learning Centers. 
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Title I 

• All Monitoring documents have been submitted to the Department of Education. 

• We are currently preparing for the upcoming Department of Education monitoring visit. 

• GCA in conjunction with Odyssey is finalizing the Schoolwide Plan. 

• The goal is for GCA, as a 2014 new charter school to open as a Title I school, all paperwork and planning 

documents are currently being completed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Teren Jackson, Family Academic Support Director, tjackson@gacyber.org) 
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GCA OPERATIONS BOARD UPDATE 

October 2013 

Assessments:  
(Kevin Goldberg, Testing Coordinator, kgoldberg@gacyber.org) 

 

We recently received the scores for students who participated in the Georgia High School Graduation Test (GHSGT) 

administered in September:  

• 14 students tested in Language Arts of which 6 had passing scores (43%) 

• 61 students tested in Math of which 21 had passing scores (34.4%) 

• 24 students tested in Science of which 12 had passing scores (50%) 

• 50 students tested in Social Studies of which 17 had passing scores (34%)  

 

Scores for the Georgia High School Writing Test (GHSWT) administered in late September should arrive soon. 

There are two in-person test administrations coming up: 

 

Georgia High School Graduation Test retesting will be offered November 11-14. We expect a light turnout for this 

administration, probably no more than 40 students, as the number of students needing to pass this test continues to 

shrink. 

 

Winter End of Course Tests (EOCT) will be offered December 10-13. We expect about 500 high school students to test in 

one or more subjects during this administration. There will be approximately 20 testing sites throughout the state. Most 

of the students who will take the EOCT during December are either students with a block schedule or new enrollees who 

were previously enrolled at a non-accredited school or homeschool program. 

 

Enrollment:   
(Mayya Standley, School Based Enrollment Coordinator, mstandley@gacyber.org) 

Grade Level  Current  

K 605 

1 775 

2 797 

3 898 

4 912 

5 995 

6 1183 

7 1482 

8 1704 

9 1382 

10 1149 

11 671 

12 333 

TOTAL 12886 
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Human Resources: (Allison Yawn, GCA HR Coordinator, ayawn@gacyber.org)  

GCA Board Report October 2013 

No. Certified Teachers First Day School  321 Current No. Certified Teachers  321 

No. Non-Certified Teachers First Day of School  0 Current No. Non-Certified Teachers  0 

No. Certified Teachers Teach out of Content Area in 

Aug 
0 Current No. Certified Teachers Teach out of Content Area  0 

No. Sp Ed. Teachers in Aug  60 Current No. Sp Ed. Teachers  60 

No. Gifted Certified Teachers in Aug  63 Current No. Gifted Certified Teachers  63 

No. Certified & Non-Certified Teachers in Aug  321 Current Total No. of Certified & Non-Certified Teachers  321 

Total Student Enrollment in Aug  12524 Current Certified Counselors 12 

Sp Ed Student Enrollment in Aug  1153 SPED Support Staff 14 

Homeroom Teacher:Student Ratio in Aug  60:01:00 Current Certified Administration/Operations 20 

Instructional Teacher:Student Ratio in Aug    Current Non- Certified Administration/Operations 50 

Instructional Teacher:Sp Ed Student Ratio in Aug  26:01:00 Current Student Enrollment   13,177 

No. Substitute Teachers Aug 1 – Sept 30 6 Current Homeroom Teacher:Student Ratio  60:01:00 

    

New Hires: Current Instructional Teacher:Sp Ed Student Ratio  26:01:00 

Tiffany Greene No. Teachers Dismissed this Month  0 

Natalee West No Teacher Resignations this Month  12 

Terressa Anderson No. Admins Dismissed this Month  0 

Alisa Benjamin No. Admins Resignations this Month  1 

Terri  Bowens No Support Staff Dismissed this Month  0 

Jennifer  Boyter No Support Staff Resignations this Month  0 

Mary Gutierrez 
Percent of Instructional and Support Staff Attrition This School 

Year  
2.90% 

Alicia Harvey Current Number of Substitute Teachers.  15 

Dawn Ullmann Current Total Number of Employees  417 

Amanda Dotson   

Robin Pittman Resignations: 

Catherine Sapp Judy Card–  9/6/13 

Amy Yaikow Jenny Blumenthal – 9/13/13 

Kia Osborne Jennifer Dickerson –  9/18/13 

Savannah Armijo Bwekembe Nakiina Sullivan – 9/16/13 

Rhonda King Aprell Hamilton-Taylor- 9/13/13 

Adriana Savage Lia Harrison-9/13/13 

Cheri Alderman Denice Delk-9/6/13 

Leave: Amy Carmichael-9/30/13 

Alicia Kelly Tiffany Greene 9/30/13 

Monique Champagne Machel Shaw-9/27/13 

Lisa Watson Jennifer Clark-9/24/13 

Lea Gay Patti Fuller-9/26/13 
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Lauren Holmes Niyoka McCoy (K12 promotion) 

(Schyuler Bates, Manager of Operations, sbates@gacyber.org) 
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GCA Guidance & Counseling Report  

October 2013 
 

Dual Enrollment (CCRPI Indicator) 

o Fall semester is in full swing. Enrollment is closed and all schedule changes are completed 

o Advisement for the spring semester starts in October and will continue through January 

o DE Campus Visits – students interested in dual enrollment are invited to attend information sessions and 

a walk through of the campus with our Dual Enrollment Coordinator  

� University of North GA (10/16) 

� Chattahoochee Tech (10/17) 

� Lanier Tech (10/22)  

o 60 current students enrolled in 31 colleges across the state take a total of 183 courses  

o Currently working with 47 applicants for Spring Semester  

� 7 -12th graders  

� 21 -11th graders 

� 19- 10th graders 

o Each of our DE students will qualify as an Advanced Academic Pathway Completer for CCRPI 

o Participating Schools  

Atlanta Tech Augusta Tech 

Central Georgia Tech Chattahoochee Tech 

Clayton State Univeristy College of Coastal GA  

Columbus State University GA Gwinnett College 

GA Highlands College GA Northwestern Tech  

GA Perimeter College  GA Piedmont Tech 

GA Regents University Gwinnett Tech  

Kennesaw State University  Lanier Tech 

Middle GA State College  North GA Tech 

Oconee Fall Line Tech Southeastern Tech 

Southern Crescent Tech Southwest GA Tech 

Trett-Mcconnell University of North GA  

University of West GA West GA Tech 

Young Harris College   
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Graduation 2014 

o Honor’s Day – May 30, 2014 – Gwinnett Center 

o Graduation – May 31, 2014 – Gwinnett Center 

o Senior Class Overview 

� 333 Total students sitting in 12th grade  

� 25% of the students in the class have not met graduation testing requirements 

o 2009, 2012, 2013, 2104 cohorts  

� 76 students enrolled in FLA  

o The location has been secured for the graduation weekend – Georgia Gwinnett Center  

o Cap/Gown packages are $60 – students have begun placing their orders through Herff Jones  

o The diploma has been approved and we are waiting on the sample from the factory  

o Courtesy blocks have been placed on 5 hotels near the facility  

 

Student Support and Academic Services  

Virtual College Visits  

College Date # 

University of Florida October 2nd 96 

University of Georgia September 30th  106 

GA Tech October 10th  85 

Florida State October 23rd  TBD 

Armed Forces October 25th  TBD 

Scholarship & Financial AID Sessions  

o Session held on October 3rd hosted by the GA Student Finance Commission and the HS Guidance Department. 

o Scholarship Search Open Office Sessions held twice a week  

o Scholarship database directory posted on the counseling webpage 

 

Coordinating Activities  

o Governor’s Honors Program – request for nominations has been sent to HS teachers. Applications will go to 

nominees soon  

o GCA 10th grade student Kelsey Meaney has placed 3rd in the State wide Fire Prevention Essay Competition 

sponsored by the Office of Insurance and Safety Fire Commissioner. Kelsey will attend a luncheon where she will 

be honored. Tim Melvin, Dual Enrollment Coordinator will attend the luncheon to represent GCA.  

o Red Ribbon Week- activities have been planned for grades K-12 to encourage students to say no to drugs. Red 

Ribbon Week will take place October 21st -25th  

 

 

(Tanya Cobb, Lead Counselor, tcobb@gacyber.org) 




